PCA Pump Audit Tool

	Do you have criteria established for PCA candidates?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you have exclusion criteria established for PCA candidates?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you provide written education to patients on PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you provide verbal education to patients on PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you require patients to demonstrate their knowledge of using PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you educate families on PCA and specifically on “PCA by proxy”?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you have a formal policy regarding supplemental oxygen use in patients on PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you use more than one narcotic preparation for PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	If you use more than one narcotic preparation for PCA, do you restrict ordering of all but the “standard PCA” to pain specialists?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you standardize the dose of narcotic used in PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you use standardized order sets for PCA (paper or CPOE)?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you standardized order sets include orders for treatment of common side effects seen with PCA (eg. constipation, N/V, itching)?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Are your standardized order sets used for 100% of PCA cases?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do your standardized orders include a provision for when and by whom narcotic antagonists may be administered?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you ever allow sedatives or other drugs capable of depressing respiration to be used in patients on PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Are more than one kind of PCA pump used in your organization (i.e. not just vendor but also model #)?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Are smart pumps used for PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Is there a hard stop for low concentration use?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Can all key programming parameters be seen on one screen or is scrolling necessary?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Are independent double checks required for pump programming?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Is barcoding used for PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you formally measure pain via a standardized pain scale before PCA is begun?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you formally measure pain via a standardized pain scale to monitor effect during PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you use a sedation scale (eg. RASS) to monitor during PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you ensure all nursing staff understand correct monitoring of respiration during PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you provide a comprehensive inservice for all nurses who will use PCA pumps?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you require “certification” or privileging for nurses to oversee PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you ever allow agency nurses or “floaters” or “visiting” nurses to oversee PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you require privileges for providers to order PCA?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you use pulse oximetry to monitor oxygen saturation in all cases?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯



	Do you use continuous pulse oximetry to monitor oxygen saturation in all cases?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you use capnography to monitor for CO2 retention in all cases?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	If you use PCA in hi-risk patients (eg. COPD, sleep apnea) do you restrict use to ICU settings?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Are narcotic antagonists (eg. Narcan) readily available at all sites where PCA is used?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	If you use more than one type of narcotic for PCA, do you have readily available information about the risk of renarcotization for those narcotics?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you have a regular audit process to ensure PCA is done safely and efficaciously?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you record all cases in which an intervention was needed (eg. oxygen, Narcan, etc.)?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Are PCA programming settings discussed at every nursing change of shift?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Are PCA programming settings discussed at every transfer to another floor or service?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯

	Do you have a policy or procedure or other informational resources available to suggest alternatives to PCA in high risk patients?
	YES ⁯       NO ⁯


